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International application Na

PCT/US2011/046917

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

INV. A61Bl/00
ADD.

Anoording to International Patent Classificaticn (IFC) cr 1o both national classifisation and IPC

B. AELDS SEARCHED

A61B

Minimum dooumentation searched [oless¥ication system followed by classfivatian symbols)

Documentation searched cther than minimum desumentatien to the extent that such doeuments are incduded in the fields searched

EPO-Internal

Elaotranic data base scnsulted curing the international eearch {(name of data base and, whera prastioal, esarch terms used)

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category™ Citation of dosurment, with indication, whare appropriate, of the ral P s} Relavant to claim MNa.
¥ US 2010/125164 Al (LABOMBARD DENIS [US]) 1-10,
20 May 2010 (2010-D5-20) 16-20
paragraphs [0046], [0101]; figures 7,12a
¥ UsS 2007/135803 Al (BELSON AMIR [US]) 1-3,
14 June 2007 {2007-06-14) 5-10,
16-20
& paragraph [0701]; figures 140,1416,219A-c 4
Y Us 2 708 437 A (HUTCHINS SELWYN P R) 4
17 May 1955 (1955-05-17)
A column 3, Tines 46-60; figure 4a 1-3,
5-10,
16-20
A Us 2009/242612 Al (ADAMS RONALD D [US] ET 1-10,
AL) 1 October 2009 (2009-10-01) 16-20
paragraph [0070]; claim 28
-/--

Further cosuments are listec in the oentinuation of Box G,

See patent family annex.

* Bpeoial nategories of oited doouments :

"A" document defining the genaral statse of the art which is not
considered to be of particular relevance

"E* earlier dosument but published on or after the intermational
filing date

"L" documentwhich may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or
which is cited to establish the publication date of anather
citation or ather apacial razaon {aa spacifisr)

"Q" dooument referring to an cral disolosure, use, exhibition ar
other means

"P* dooumnent published prior to the intemational filing date but
latar than tha priority data claimed

'T" later decument published after the intemational filing date
orpriarity date and net in conflict with the application but
sited fo understand the principle or theoty underlying the

invention

X" decurnent of particular relevancs; the claimed invention
vannot be considered nevel or cannot be considered o
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone

"¥* document of particu lar relevance; the claimed invention
nannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the
dooument is scombined with cne ar more other such doou-
ments, such sombination being obvious tu a person skiled

inthe art.

"&" documant mamber of the same patant family

Date of the actual completion of the intemational search Date of mailing of the iMlemational search repart
28 November 2011 B5/12/2011
Name and mailing address ofthe ISA/ Authorized officar
Eurspean Patert Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2
NL - 2280 HV Rijawijk
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040,
Fonc 1 70y 246 8014 Lee, Ronan

Form PCT/ISAf210 fsecond sheet) (April 2006)
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Categary” | Citation of dacument, with Indicetion, where approprate, of the ralavant passages Relevant to claim No.
A US 5 395 030 A (KURAMOTO SEIJI [JP] ET AL) 1-10,
7 March 1995 (1995-63-07) 16-20

figures 1,11,17
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International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/US2011/046917
BoxNo.ll  Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable {(Continuation of item 2 of first shest)

This international search repert has net been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2){a) for the following reasons:

1. [x] ciaims Nos.: 11-15
because they relate to subject matter not requirecita be searched by this Authority, namely:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/1SA/210

2 I:I Claime Nas.:

because they relate ta parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningiul inteamational search can be camied out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
becauss they are dependent claims and ars not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 5.4{a).

BoxNo.lll Observations whers unity of Invention Is lacking (Continuation of Item 3 of first sheet)

This Internaticnal Ssarching Autherity found multiple inventions in this internaticnal application, as follows:

1. As all required additional szarch fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers all searchable
claims.

2 D Aa all searchable ¢laima sould be searched without effor justitying an addilional feea, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only 2ome of the required addiional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, I:I Mo required additional search fess wers timely paid by the applioart. Consequently, this intemational search report is
restrioted te tha invention first mentioned in the olaims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
paymernt of a protest fes.

The adcitional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCTASAL1 D (continuation of firet shest (2)) (April 2005)
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA! 21D

Continuation of Box 1I.1

Claims Nos.: 11-15

The subject-matter of claims 11-15 appears to constitute a surgical
procedure on the human body, and therefore under Rule 39.1(iv) PCT
(Method for treatment of the human or animal body by surgery), these
claims have not been searched. For the same reason, the claims do not
require preliminary examination, Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT.
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